
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Unit Title: Literary Analysis 3: Group Discussion 
 
Unit Designers: English Dept. 
 
Level(s): Grade 10 

 
Time Span: 6 weeks 

 
Content Area: 
 

Career Prep                Health/PE            M&C Languages   Social Studies                  
English Language Arts            Mathematics           Science & Tech   Visual & Perf. Arts 

 
Summary of Unit:   
In this unit, students will learn how to conduct themselves in a large group literary discussion. The class 
will explore the elements of a successful class discussion, and each student will lead the class in a 
discussion about a short piece of literature. Students will demonstrate their ability to comprehend and 
analyze features specific to literary texts and will engage the class with appropriate discussion questions. 
Students will also focus on vocabulary usage and determine the meaning of words as they are used in 
context. 
 
Common Core State Standards: 
 
Reading 
1. Read closely to determine what the text says explicitly and to make logical inferences from it; cite 
specific textual evidence when writing or speaking to support conclusions drawn from the text. 

Cite strong and thorough textual evidence to support analysis of what the text says explicitly as well as 
inferences drawn from the text. 

2. Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze their development; summarize the key 
supporting details and ideas. 

Determine a theme or central idea of a text and analyze in detail its development over the course of the 
text, including how it emerges and is shaped and refined by specific details; provide an objective 
summary of the text. 

3. Analyze how and why individuals, events, and ideas develop and interact over the course of a text. 
Analyze how complex characters (e.g., those with multiple or conflicting motivations) develop over 
the course of a text, interact with other characters, and advance the plot or develop the theme. 

5. Analyze the structure of texts, including how specific sentences, paragraphs, and larger portions of the 
text (e.g., a section, chapter, scene, or stanza) relate to each other and the whole. 

Analyze how an author’s choices concerning how to structure a text, order events within it (e.g., 
parallel plots), and manipulate time (e.g., pacing, flashbacks) create such effects as mystery, tension, 
or surprise. 

Speaking & Listening 
1. Prepare for and participate effectively in a range of conversations and collaborations with diverse 
partners, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively. 

a. Come to discussions prepared, having read and researched material under study; explicitly draw on 
that preparation by referring to evidence from texts and other research on the topic or issue to stimulate 
a thoughtful, well-reasoned exchange of ideas. 
b. Work with peers to set rules for collegial discussions and decision-making (e.g., informal consensus, 
taking votes on key issues, presentation of alternate views), clear goals and deadlines, and individual 
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roles as needed. 
c. Propel conversations by posing and responding to questions that relate the current discussion to 
broader themes or larger ideas; actively incorporate others into the discussion; and clarify, verify, or 
challenge ideas and conclusions. 
d. Respond thoughtfully to diverse perspectives, summarize points of agreement and disagreement, 
and, when warranted, qualify or justify their own views and understanding and make new connections 
in light of the evidence and reasoning presented. 

4. Present information, findings, and supporting evidence such that listeners can follow the line of 
reasoning and the organization, development, and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience. 

Present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and logically such that 
listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development, substance, and style are 
appropriate to purpose, audience, and task. 

Language 
4. Determine or clarify the meaning of unknown and multiple-meaning words and phrases by using 
context clues, analyzing meaningful word parts, and consulting general and specialized reference 
materials, as appropriate. 

a. Use context (e.g., the overall meaning of a sentence, paragraph, or text; a word’s position or 
function in a sentence) as a clue to the meaning of a word or phrase. 
b. Identify and correctly use patterns of word changes that indicate different meanings or parts of 
speech (e.g., analyze, analysis, analytical; advocate, advocacy). 
c. Consult general and specialized reference materials (e.g., dictionaries, glossaries, thesauruses), both 
print and digital, to find the pronunciation of a word or determine or clarify its precise meaning, its 
part of speech, or its etymology. 
d. Verify the preliminary determination of the meaning of a word or phrase (e.g., by checking the 
inferred meaning in context or in a dictionary). 

 
Key Pre-Requisites: 
 Knowledge: 

Know basic literary elements (e.g. plot, conflict, theme, point of view, etc.) 
Know common literary techniques (e.g. foreshadowing, flashback, metaphor, symbol, etc.) 
Understand the difference between summary and analysis and inference 
Know the parts of speech 

 
 Skills:  

Identify basic literary elements and common literary techniques. 
Have some experience in analyzing common literary elements and techniques. 
Able to use dictionaries and other reference materials to determine the part of speech and    
meaning of a word 

 
Enduring Understandings: 
A group discussion can only be effective when the people involved agree upon and follow a set of rules. 
Asking relevant and interesting questions is a key component to a group discussion. 
A person must be willing to reassess his or her own views in response to the arguments of others. 
The meaning of unfamiliar words can be determined using context clues. 
 
Essential Questions that Guide and Focus This Unit: 
How do you conduct and participate in an effective group discussion of literature? 
How do you engage other people in a discussion of ideas? 
How do you determine the meaning of words used in context? 
 
Key Knowledge and Skills students will acquire as a result of this unit: 
 Knowledge: 

Understand what makes for an effective group discussion of literature 
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 Skills: 
Analyze a literary text and make inferences that they can support with relevant textual evidence 
Present their ideas clearly in a manner that is appropriate to a large group discussion 
Engage others in effective group literary discussions by posing relevant questions 
Listen to what others are saying and respond thoughtfully by either developing these ideas or 
questioning the validity of these ideas 
Create an opportunity to voice their own opinions in a setting with many other people who are 
also competing to be heard 
Moderate their own involvement in a group discussion so as not to dominate or interrupt others 

 
How will students provide evidence of their understandings? 
Students will be assigned a short piece of literature and will lead a group discussion demonstrating their 
ability to express their ideas clearly, analyze literature using supporting evidence, ask pertinent questions 
that stimulate group discussion, and maintain an orderly discussion while responding to other people’s 
ideas. 
Students will take vocabulary tests that require using context in connection with the meaning of words. 
 
Teaching and Learning experiences used to help students understand:  
Students will work together to determine the rules for a successful group discussion. 
Students will read literary texts and practice in a group discussion format how to analyze a literary text 
using supporting evidence, how to ask relevant questions, how to express their ideas clearly and 
appropriately, and how to respond to others. 
Students will be given “conversation tickets” to encourage full participation of all students and to 
discourage overly talkative students from dominating the conversation. 
Students will learn how to identify the part of speech of words using common word endings and will 
practice using context clues to determine the meanings of words. 
 
Provisions for Extending Learning: 
Students will use online forums to engage in group discussions. 
 
How will technology be used to increase student achievement?  
Students may be required to engage in online discussions. 
Students may use online sites such as Quizlet.com to learn new words. 

 
Instructional Resources: 
Selected short stories or flash fiction  
Novels 
Teacher-generated handouts 
“Jabberwocky” by Lewis Carroll 
 
 
 

 
Attach a copy of the unit assessment tool, including criteria for evaluation of student 

performance/product. 
 

Group Discussion Leader 


